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It’s Super
Tuesday –
and Ohio’s
the prize catch
Race still not decisively
settled even if Romney
sweeps most of 10 states
BY CHUA CHIN HON
US BUREAU CHIEF
BOWLING GREEN (Ohio): With the political wind at his back, Republican front runner Mitt Romney is looking to extend his
lead over his three rivals on Super Tuesday, the biggest day in the race for the
party’s presidential nomination.
Voters in 10 states, from Georgia and
Tennessee in the south to Massachusetts
and Virginia in the east, will head to the
polls. But all eyes will likely be in the bellwether state of Ohio in the Midwest,
where no winning Republican presidential candidate has ever lost.
Mr Romney has won more states and
delegates than his rivals combined since
the primary season began two months
ago. But he is still seen as a weak front
runner who has no firm grip on the party’s nomination.
A victory in politically symbolic Ohio
would thus go a long way in solidifying
his front-runner status. While a defeat
will not sink his campaign, it could potentially unsettle – yet again – the race to
pick a challenger to face President Barack
Obama.
“Here we go again. It’s another ‘make

or break’ state and it could go either
way,” said Dr Lee Miringoff, director of
the Marist College Institute for Public
Opinion.
A new NBC News-Marist poll of likely
primary voters in Ohio showed Mr Romney trailing his current main rival, former
Pennsylvania senator Rick Santorum, by
two percentage points. A separate
Reuters/Ipsos poll showed a statistical tie
in support for both men in Ohio.
Interviews with voters in Ohio over
the weekend suggested that many remained unimpressed with the Republican
candidates. Aerospace engineer Greg
Bloch, 48, said he was ambivalent about
Mr Romney and Mr Santorum, and regarded the other two languishing candidates
– Mr Newt Gingrich and Mr Ron Paul –
as mentally unsound.
“I just haven’t found someone who
makes my socks go up and down,” added
Mr Bloch, who attended a town hall meeting with Mr Romney in Dayton, Ohio, on
Saturday.
The Republican establishment, which
has become increasingly anxious about
the volatility surrounding the nomination
race, is hoping that the results on Super
Tuesday will go some way in quelling
such sentiments.
Much will depend on whether Mr Romney can pull off a convincing string of victories in the various states, particularly in
Ohio.
If the former Massachusetts governor
successfully clinches Ohio, it would be
the third major battleground state he has

Ten states vote today, in one of the biggest payoffs of
the Republican presidential race. A look at the stakes:
Idaho
32 delegates
Tight contest

North Dakota
28 delegates
Tight contest

Ohio
66 delegates
Romney and
Santorum tied*

North
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Romney leading*
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Virginia
49 delegates
Romney leading*

Alaska

Alaska
27 delegates
Tight contest

Oklahoma
43 delegates
Santorum leading*

Massachusetts
41 delegates
Romney leading*

Tennessee
58 delegates
Santorum leading*

Georgia
76 delegates
Gingrich leading*

*Leading candidate according to Realpolitics.com figures released yesterday.

DELEGATE COUNT
1,144 needed to win nomination

Delegates available on Tuesday: 419

Delegates already won: 353
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president
without
winning the
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Big battles
loom in
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Oklahoma and
Tennessee.
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Gingrich.
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wide
margin.
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and
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where he was
governor.

Kansas,
Wyoming,
Alabama, Hawaii,
Mississippi,
Missouri, Illinois
and Louisiana
vote later this
month.

Sources: Associated Press, Realclearpolitics.com, Bloomberg, New York Times, CNN
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won, following Florida and Michigan.
This would augment his campaign’s core
argument that he is the only one who can
compete in a general election against Mr
Obama.
But Mr Santorum, who has been riding

a surge of popularity with social conservatives and blue-collar voters, could yet
throw a spanner in the works. He came
close to defeating Mr Romney in Michigan last week, losing the automotive
heartland by just three percentage points.

Another source of worry for Mr Romney is the southern states like Georgia,
Oklahoma and Tennessee. He performed
poorly in these conservative states when
he first ran for the White House in 2008,
and there have been few signs that he has
made fresh inroads in the so-called “Bible
Belt”.
In contrast, Mr Santorum’s passionate
speeches about the roles of faith and family in America have caught on strongly
with evangelical voters in the South. Mr
Gingrich, a former House Speaker, has also been focusing all his attention on winning Georgia, his home state.
Mr Romney will have an easier time in
the east, where he is expected to win Virginia, Massachusetts and Vermont comfortably.
But even in the unlikely scenario that
he wins a large majority of the 10 states,
the nomination race will still not be decisively settled due to rule changes introduced by the Republican Party.
A candidate needs to pick up at least
1,144 delegates from the various polls
around the country in order to win the
party’s nomination. In 2010, the party decided that more states would award delegates proportionally instead of a winner-takes-all format.
This has effectively wiped out the possibility of an “early knock-out” punch
seen in previous primaries, where one candidate could sew up the nomination within weeks.
Therefore, the results of Super Tuesday will be parsed for days as analysts dig
into the “delegate maths” to determine
whether Mr Romney’s rivals still have a
mathematical chance of catching up.
He currently has 203 delegates – more
than his three other rivals combined and could win as many as 217 of the 419
delegates at stake this week, according to
a projection by The New York Times.
The projection also lends weight to the
growing view that the quest for the Republican presidential nomination has become a two-man race between Mr Romney and Mr Santorum. But the other two
contenders have refused to drop out.
A defiant Mr Gingrich said in an interview on ABC’s This Week programme on
Sunday: “This is going to go on for a good
while. Mr Romney is a front runner without any question, but I think he’s not a
very convincing front runner, and he’s a
long way from having closed out this
race.”
chinhon@sph.com.sg

Bigger ChildAid
show this year
at MBS theatre
BY ANG YIYING
CHILDAID, the annual fund-raising concert, will be
staged at the end of the year at the Marina Bay Sands
(MBS) Grand Theater, which makes it the largest-scale
show in the concert’s eight-year history.
The concert, which features performers aged 19 and
below, is organised by The Straits Times and The Business Times in aid of two children’s charities.
The ST School Pocket Money Fund helps children
from low-income families with their school-related expenses, while the BT Budding Artists Fund gives an
arts education to underprivileged but artistically gifted
kids.
At a thank-you tea for last year’s crew, performers
and volunteers yesterday, ChildAid 2012 chairman
Alvin Tay said: “It will be a rare opportunity for our artistically gifted children to perform at a world-class
theatre while helping to raise funds for two children-related charities.”
Mr Tay is BT editor and also chairman of the BT Budding Artists Fund.
The past seven editions of ChildAid have raised
$5.86 million in total for the two causes. This year’s
show will be held on Dec 7 and 8, and MBS has agreed
to be the show’s venue partner for at least three years.
Straits Times editor Warren Fernandez said: “Each
year, this charity concert by the young and for the
young gets bigger and better. The talents we have uncovered over the years have been just amazing. And the
MBS Grand Theater will be a big platform to showcase
these budding talents.”
The 2,155-seat Grand Theater, where the hit musical
Wicked is now playing, will be the biggest venue to
host ChildAid to date. Last year, the show was held at
the 1,600-seat National University of Singapore University Cultural Centre.
Mr George Tanasijevich, president and chief executive officer of Marina Bay Sands, said MBS is proud to
have the opportunity to showcase talented young people at its Grand Theater.
“Our partnership with ChildAid is all the more meaningful as it provides disadvantaged youth with the resources they need to get ahead in life,” he said.
Separately, MBS presented more than $71,000 –
raised via ticket sales to The Chronicles of Narnia: The
Exhibition held over three months at the integrated resort – to the ST School Pocket Money Fund yesterday.
The creative reins of this year’s ChildAid continue
to be helmed by renowned local musician and Cultural
Medallion recipient Iskandar Ismail, who has been with
ChildAid since 2006.
Mr Iskandar said that with the Grand Theater’s
state-of-the-art lighting and sound systems, the pressure is on the creative team to deliver.
Mr Jeremiah Choy of Orangedot Productions is the
show director for the second consecutive year. He said
the new venue is an exciting playground for the creative team.
This year’s ChildAid is expected to call for entries
around April. Some past performers, like School of the
Arts student Charlene Su, are already planning to apply. Charlene, 16, who sang in last year’s ChildAid,
said: “I felt it was very meaningful. We got to perform
and help children.”
For more information on ChildAid, go to
www.straitstimes.com/childaid

School of the Arts students Charlene Su (left), 16, and Sophia Joe, 12, performing at the thank-you ceremony for last year’s ChildAid crew, volunteers and performers, at the Singapore
Press Holdings Auditorium yesterday. The two were performers at last year’s ChildAid concert. ST PHOTO: JASON QUAH

Mother and student die in fiery
protests against Chinese rule in Tibet
BEIJING: A young mother and a student have set themselves on fire in
the latest such protest against Chinese rule in Tibetan areas, a US
broadcaster said yesterday.
The United States governmentbacked Radio Free Asia said the
32-year-old mother and the female
student died after separately self-immolating in different provinces over
the weekend.
More than 20 Tibetans have set
themselves on fire in the last year to
protest against what they say are
harsh Chinese policies that do not allow them to freely practise their religion.
The student set herself ablaze on
Saturday at a vegetable market in
Gansu province’s Maqu county and

died at the scene, the Radio Free Asia
report said, without giving the girl’s
name or age.
The London-based group Free Tibet said yesterday the student was
Tsering Kyi, 20. She had been in her
hometown just days before she set
herself on fire, it said.
On Sunday, a woman identified only as Rinchen set herself on fire in
front of a police station by the main
gate to the Kirti Monastery in Aba
prefecture in Sichuan province. Radio Free Asia said she was a mother
of three young children. Free Tibet
said Rinchen had four children.
Radio Free Asia reported that
Rinchen called for the Dalai Lama to
return to Tibet and freedom for Tibet, quoting an exiled Tibetan monk

in India, Kanyak Tsering.
Tibetan areas are mostly off-limits to foreign media and it was not
possible to immediately confirm the
claims. A woman who answered the
phone at the local Communist Party

More than 20
Tibetans have
set themselves on fire in
the last year to protest
against what they say are
harsh Chinese policies that
do not allow them to freely
practise their religion.

propaganda office in Aba declined to
comment and referred calls to the
provincial authorities, who could not
be reached immediately. A police official in Maqu said she was unaware of
the report involving the student.
Free Tibet director Stephanie
Brigden said Rinchen’s self-immolation was the result of repression and
attempts to assimilate Tibetans into
Han Chinese culture.
China says it treats minority
groups such as Tibetans fairly, and
pours tens of billions of dollars into
improving living conditions in their
areas. The government has also accused the Dalai Lama and overseas Tibetans of being behind the protests
and self-immolations.
March is a sensitive time for Tibet, marking several anniversaries, including that of the unsuccessful revolt against China that caused Tibetans’ spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama,
to flee in 1959, and deadly anti-government riots that rocked the Tibetan capital Lhasa in 2008.
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